
Bullers Wood Music A Level – Pre-course tasks  
 

Over your summer break you are to complete several pre-course tasks, ready to be submitted in first week of lessons. These tasks will help your new teachers to get to know you in a musical sense and where 

you are at in your musical journey.  

 

External students only: 

 

  1) Prepare an unaccompanied solo performance, minimum grade 5 standard. Please provide the score (Unaccompanied: there will be no pianist available to accompany you. You can however accompany 

yourself or use a backing track).  

 

 2) Complete a draft composition in a style of your choosing, minimum of 2:30 minutes. This can either be submitted as a score or a recorded performance.  

 

 3) Go through the theory work below and strive to get your theoretical understanding of music to grade 5 standard. It is vital that you can read musical notation confidently, in both treble and bass clef by the 

time we start in September. 

 

Current Bullers students: 

 

Please complete task 3 from the list above. 

 

Music theory needed for Music A Level 

 

For A Level you must get your theory level up to grade 5 level as quickly as possible. We will do this through a series of YouTube tutorials, tasks and worksheet.  Some of you may find this easier than others but 

this is to ensure that we all have a good grounding in music theory before we start with our A level studies.  

If you find a topic easy because you’ve already covered it then you can skip ahead to the more challenging stages if you would like. 

To test your theory level, take the Grade 5 theory paper and then mark it yourself using the Answers   If you get more than 70 you can move start on section 4. 

https://07588418-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/ksalmons_bwsgirls_org/EeiCt0QG7x9Eo18g2koFrGwBDS5ixMsr5IGctQVrqFX8Vw?e=xODGxd
https://07588418-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/ksalmons_bwsgirls_org/EcYXSR2F3YdLpTPp13ZfqRgBJaGTTBj3ha37QFsyAmSeqQ?e=NGpiPG


 

If you want an easy walk through with everything in one place, look through this this theory book.  This is an excellent starting point if you want to make sure you understand the main theory of music concepts 

before you begin your course.  

 

Section Concept Video tutorial or explanation sheet Music theory net walkthrough Work to be completed Test yourself 
0 Intro to sound 

Pitch & Staves 
Rhythm & Metre 

• What is a note?  

• Writing music down 

• Music theory 
walkthroughs 

• Pitch (Treble and Bass Clef)  

• Rhythm and Metre 

• Answers  

• Note identification 

1 Intervals • Intervals 

• Intervals Pt2 
 

• Music theory 
walkthroughs 

 

• Intervals - Answers • Interval identification 

2 Scales 
Keys 

• Scales  

• Keys & Circle of fifths 

• More circle of fifths 

• Music theory 
walkthroughs 
 

• Scales - Answers • Key signature identification 

• Scale identification 

3 Chords • What is a chord?  

• Types of triads 

• Music theory 
walkthroughs 
 

• Chords & cadences  - Answers  • Chord identification 

• Chord construction 

4 7th chords • 7th chords • Music theory 
walkthroughs 
 

• Diatonic 7th chords  

5 Functional harmony • Functional harmony  

• The job of a chord  

• Function harmony in a minor 
key 

• Using the chords 

• Music theory 
walkthroughs 
 

• Functional harmony 

• All diatonic chords in every major 
key 

6 Melody • Non-Harmonic tones  

• Non-Harmonic tones PT2 

• Music theory 
walkthroughs 

• Non-Harmonic tones PPT test   

https://07588418-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/ksalmons_bwsgirls_org/Eeppz8Yt9I1BprJReH3E_2kBNAQkaz6oLfOYwApNVQXWrQ?e=RoyDZW
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xTOOWe_yLwY&list=PLMvVESrbjBWplAcg3pG0TesncGT7qvO06&index=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xMedPk94Y_E&list=PLMvVESrbjBWplAcg3pG0TesncGT7qvO06&index=2
https://www.musictheory.net/lessons
https://www.musictheory.net/lessons
https://bwsmat-my.sharepoint.com/personal/aparsons_bwsgirls_org/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Faparsons%5Fbwsgirls%5Forg%2FDocuments%2FPre%20A%20level%20%2D%20Catch%20up%20work%2FResources%2Fsu2music%20gcse%20%2D%20stave%20%26%20pitch%2Epdf&parent=%2Fpersonal%2Faparsons%5Fbwsgirls%5Forg%2FDocuments%2FPre%20A%20level%20%2D%20Catch%20up%20work%2FResources
https://bwsmat-my.sharepoint.com/personal/aparsons_bwsgirls_org/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Faparsons%5Fbwsgirls%5Forg%2FDocuments%2FPre%20A%20level%20%2D%20Catch%20up%20work%2FResources%2Fsu2music%20gcse%20%2D%20rhythm%2Epdf&parent=%2Fpersonal%2Faparsons%5Fbwsgirls%5Forg%2FDocuments%2FPre%20A%20level%20%2D%20Catch%20up%20work%2FResources
https://bwsmat-my.sharepoint.com/personal/aparsons_bwsgirls_org/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Faparsons%5Fbwsgirls%5Forg%2FDocuments%2FPre%20A%20level%20%2D%20Catch%20up%20work%2FResources%2Fstep%20up%20to%20gcse%20music%20answers%2Epdf&parent=%2Fpersonal%2Faparsons%5Fbwsgirls%5Forg%2FDocuments%2FPre%20A%20level%20%2D%20Catch%20up%20work%2FResources
https://www.musictheory.net/exercises/note
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=heRleAas0lY&list=PLMvVESrbjBWplAcg3pG0TesncGT7qvO06&index=3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2V3bvZu2Xqo
https://www.musictheory.net/lessons
https://www.musictheory.net/lessons
https://bullersgirls-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/aparsons_bwsgirls_org/EdnAPKUqt91Dg6uJcewoeHoBi2xg921RoQt229ZVLHna1w?e=49vtC5
https://bwsmat-my.sharepoint.com/personal/aparsons_bwsgirls_org/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Faparsons%5Fbwsgirls%5Forg%2FDocuments%2FPre%20A%20level%20%2D%20Catch%20up%20work%2FResources%2Fstep%20up%20to%20gcse%20music%20answers%2Epdf&parent=%2Fpersonal%2Faparsons%5Fbwsgirls%5Forg%2FDocuments%2FPre%20A%20level%20%2D%20Catch%20up%20work%2FResources
https://www.musictheory.net/exercises/interval
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5qAZKER0u10&list=PLMvVESrbjBWplAcg3pG0TesncGT7qvO06&index=5&t=93s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LU4K0fa6oj4&list=PLMvVESrbjBWplAcg3pG0TesncGT7qvO06&index=5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yEfRl2io7sg
https://www.musictheory.net/lessons
https://www.musictheory.net/lessons
https://bwsmat-my.sharepoint.com/personal/aparsons_bwsgirls_org/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Faparsons%5Fbwsgirls%5Forg%2FDocuments%2FPre%20A%20level%20%2D%20Catch%20up%20work%2FResources%2Fsu2gcse%20music%20%2D%20scales%2Epdf&parent=%2Fpersonal%2Faparsons%5Fbwsgirls%5Forg%2FDocuments%2FPre%20A%20level%20%2D%20Catch%20up%20work%2FResources
https://bwsmat-my.sharepoint.com/personal/aparsons_bwsgirls_org/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Faparsons%5Fbwsgirls%5Forg%2FDocuments%2FPre%20A%20level%20%2D%20Catch%20up%20work%2FResources%2Fstep%20up%20to%20gcse%20music%20answers%2Epdf&parent=%2Fpersonal%2Faparsons%5Fbwsgirls%5Forg%2FDocuments%2FPre%20A%20level%20%2D%20Catch%20up%20work%2FResources
https://www.musictheory.net/exercises/keysig
https://www.musictheory.net/exercises/scale
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e3BDLZFIMQs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JfD0nHrJDC0
https://www.musictheory.net/lessons
https://www.musictheory.net/lessons
https://bwsmat-my.sharepoint.com/personal/aparsons_bwsgirls_org/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Faparsons%5Fbwsgirls%5Forg%2FDocuments%2FPre%20A%20level%20%2D%20Catch%20up%20work%2FResources%2Fsu2music%20gcse%20%2D%20intervals%2C%20chords%2C%20cad%20and%20mod%2Epdf&parent=%2Fpersonal%2Faparsons%5Fbwsgirls%5Forg%2FDocuments%2FPre%20A%20level%20%2D%20Catch%20up%20work%2FResources
https://bwsmat-my.sharepoint.com/personal/aparsons_bwsgirls_org/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Faparsons%5Fbwsgirls%5Forg%2FDocuments%2FPre%20A%20level%20%2D%20Catch%20up%20work%2FResources%2Fstep%20up%20to%20gcse%20music%20answers%2Epdf&parent=%2Fpersonal%2Faparsons%5Fbwsgirls%5Forg%2FDocuments%2FPre%20A%20level%20%2D%20Catch%20up%20work%2FResources
https://www.musictheory.net/exercises/chord
https://www.musictheory.net/exercises/chord-construction
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lm-NzkYzY84
https://www.musictheory.net/lessons
https://www.musictheory.net/lessons
https://bwsmat-my.sharepoint.com/personal/aparsons_bwsgirls_org/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Faparsons%5Fbwsgirls%5Forg%2FDocuments%2FPre%20A%20level%20%2D%20Catch%20up%20work%2FResources%2FDiatonic%207th%20chords&view=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eurOGIiArHI&list=PLMvVESrbjBWplAcg3pG0TesncGT7qvO06&index=7
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ot_lbUcb-uE&list=PLMvVESrbjBWplAcg3pG0TesncGT7qvO06&index=8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-wr8YMUjVgY&list=PLMvVESrbjBWplAcg3pG0TesncGT7qvO06&index=10
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-wr8YMUjVgY&list=PLMvVESrbjBWplAcg3pG0TesncGT7qvO06&index=10
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RM64qHJ9KnQ&list=PLMvVESrbjBWplAcg3pG0TesncGT7qvO06&index=9
https://www.musictheory.net/lessons
https://www.musictheory.net/lessons
https://bwsmat-my.sharepoint.com/personal/aparsons_bwsgirls_org/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Faparsons%5Fbwsgirls%5Forg%2FDocuments%2FPre%20A%20level%20%2D%20Catch%20up%20work%2FResources%2FFunctional%20harmony&view=0
https://bwsmat-my.sharepoint.com/personal/aparsons_bwsgirls_org/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Faparsons%5Fbwsgirls%5Forg%2FDocuments%2FPre%20A%20level%20%2D%20Catch%20up%20work%2FResources%2FDiatonic%20chord%20system&view=0
https://bwsmat-my.sharepoint.com/personal/aparsons_bwsgirls_org/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Faparsons%5Fbwsgirls%5Forg%2FDocuments%2FPre%20A%20level%20%2D%20Catch%20up%20work%2FResources%2FDiatonic%20chord%20system&view=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=na6FBjsX9iA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vavwFuplqzY
https://www.musictheory.net/lessons
https://www.musictheory.net/lessons
https://bwsmat-my.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/personal/aparsons_bwsgirls_org/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B3849F3B4-270E-5ACF-AEDA-CD2E79699BF3%7D&file=Non-harmonic%20notes%20printout.pptx&action=edit&mobileredirect=true&DefaultItemOpen=1


• Non-Harmonic tones again   
Please note American’s use the 
description neighbour tones, we 
call them auxiliary notes. 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UEUCunZMaHg

